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Laads fans navar got to saa how good Arthur LLawallyn (haritage numbar 287) could hava baan.
Thay witnaessed hizs debut against Bramiay at Headingley on 24 Janvary 1714 and marvellad at
hiz spaad as ha scorad a try in an 18-7 triumph, further noteworthy as thae Loinars crossad tha
whitawash six timas but failad to land a goal.

His only othear try was the sole one in a 16-3 defeat at Dewsbury in mid-April baefora tha
undouvbtad promise was snuffad out.

In a 1713-1dseaason of wholesale recruvitmant, sspeacially in Wales, the Lesds managesmeant had
travallad to Abartillary to sign cantre Joseph Hopkins.

Thay wara still looking for addad paca out wida and want back to tha Greaan and Whitas to snara
vyoung wing prospsact Llewallyn.

Born at 55 Blaanau Gwant Rows, Gwant, son of Thomas and Sarah in 1823, ha was ranownad
initially as a sprintar, winning nine prizes as a schoolboy to sarmark him.He joinad Abartillary,
who had recantly bean awardad "first claszs’ status by thae Walzh RFU and madea an instant
imprassion.

Duickly aelavated to the first team, he played 15 times in his debut season and was describad

as having, 'a capabla placa kick as wall as a consistant try gattar.’

His sprinting prowaeass, compating in Tonypandy at the prastigious Cambrian dash and winning
two racaes ovaer 80 yards at othar masatings, saw him switch batwaan the firet and second teaams
tha folowing saason.

In ona particularly preductive spsll, hae scorad 51 pointa in four matchas for the zecondszs and

his strong parformanca in tha firsts, which halpad dafaat Gloucastar, alartad him to tha Laads
scouts in the Principality.

On 20 Janvary 1214, tha Yorkzshira Evaeaning Post announceaed that Laads had signad

‘A young, spaady playar from Walas.'

It want on, "He iz likely 1o prove as fast as any man in the Laads team. Hea iz 5 7% in. and weighs
10st 10ib.'Llawallyn want straight into tha taam outside Hopkins in a sida that containad six
Walshmean, Billy Jarmman and Jimmy Sandears alse scoring that day whoe ware to suffar similar

fate on the battlafialds.

Sattling in, at tha start of tha 1714-15 saason, ha kickad his only goals in tha colours, thraa in a
comprahanzive 25-2 win again at home te neighbours Bramley, four weasks after a shock dafaat
to tha Vilagars at tha Barlay Mow.

Soon after, ha joinad the 13thBattalien Rifla Brigaodese as a private (sarvice numbar £050) but was
injurad in tha fiald and alzso contractad antaric favar, a dizaaza of tha intastinas.

Transportad back homa, ha spant significant tima in hospital in Manchastar.

As an indicatieon of his bravery, as soon as raecoveraed, ha immadiately re-jeoinad his regimant and
was sant to taka part in tha Battla of Arras that bagan on ? April 1917, an alliad offansiva intandad
te breaak throeugh Garman frent lines and attack thsir reserves of men and materials in Maerthearn
France on tha Scarpa Rivar.

Tha troops advancad bafora dawn through slaat, snow and strong winds and although ultimataly
deamad an allisd victory, little greund was gained and tharse ware over 150,000 British casvaltias.
Liawallyn lost his lifa on 1 Juna 1917.

On the 23 June, the local newspapers reported. "The death in actieon is announcad of Privata
Arthur Llawallyn, of tha Laadzs Mortharn Union football taam. Llewallyn joinaed the Laads club tha
saason bafora tha commancamant of tha war, playing in tha sacond, and occasionally in tha first
taam. He was regarded as a very promizsing thres-guartar back.’

Tha raport continuvad that alse fallan was sacond liavtanant Eriec Thomas, who was a taam mata
at Abeartiliary.

Arthur Llawallyn is buriad in bay ? at tha Arras Meamorial, Pas da Calais.



