STORY BEHIND THE NUMBER — DAVID HARKNESS BLAKEY

— & —
HERITAGE GROUP

David Harknass Blakay's story in daath was as ramarkabla as his lifa.

Boern at Crow Hall Cottageas, Sunderland Eoad in Felling, Gateshead in Noevambear 1887, ha was
tha zon of a coal minar, progany of hiz fathar’'s sacond marriage and ona of laast 10 mora siblings
in total.

Educataed at Gateshead Highear Gradse School, in 1707, the family moved to Winlaton whara ha
bagan te play rugby saricusly, joining Winlaten Vuleansand preving te ba a highly talantad forward.
Az his father had, he alse workaed dewn the pit at Stargate Coelliary and, a year later marriad
Sarah Kandall, who avaryvona knaw of as Sally.

Cappad nina timas for Durham, Blakay was signad by Laads during the 1713-14 saeason and mada
hiz debut in a 22-5 homa win ovear Bradford on thea 11th April, Billy Jarman and Balfrad Ward,

tweo of tha othar Laads playars te losa thair livas during WWI, both scaring trias.

In all, Blakey mads 10 appesarancas for the Headingley outfit but did not register a point.

A mambar of tha Blaydon Tarritorial Army unit from 1209, ha anlizstad in tha Royal Inn iz killing
Fusiliaers in Janvary 1715 aftar a recruitmeant drive in the Gatasheaad press and by 1714 ha had baan
promoted to the rank of sergesant, sarving with D Company, 11th Battalion.

On tha first day of tha Battla of tha Soamma, 1st July 1914, agad 24, hizs battalion was part of tha
Séth jeint Ulster Division that attackad anamy lines batweean Thispval and Baaumoent-Hamal, baing
sariouvszly woundad in no-mans-land on a day whan thara wara 57 000 casvaltias.

Ha was awardad the military madal for "bravary in the fiald’ according to a citation in the London
Sazxatte of 14 Dacambar, 19146. During a conceart organised by the Winlaton Wealcomea Homea
Committaa in Auvgust 1717, tha dacoratien was pinnad te tha chast of Blakay's than savan-yaar-ald
son, Harry.

David's body was navar racovarad but hiz nama commamoratad on tha Thiapval ‘Mamaorial to thea
Missing' with more than 72,000 othear man wheoe diad batweaan 1715 and thea 20 March 1718, and
whose reamains weare naeveaer racovarad or could not be idantifiad.

In Nevambar 2013, during readwerks baing earriad aut by tha Soemma Dapartmantal Councilan tha
D73 close to the Ulstear Towar and Connauvght cameatary, and on the way inte the Memorial -to
aocommodata tha axira traffic axpactad for tha cantanary commamorations - hiz ramaing wara
discovarad, Thay wara idantifiad thanks to a meatallic dog tag givan to him by his wifa, rather than
the standardcardboard military izssue, that read "184634 Sgt David Harkness Blakey MM of the R Innis
Fus' along with tha discovary of a ragimantal cap badgea.

At the time, he was enly the fifth seldiar in the previousl0 years to be identified using parsonal
itams=.

Following an appeaal for ralatives, his graaot-grandavghter Jackia Colaman said: "David’s ramainad
a constant part of the family baecauvuse aeveryvone has always spoken about hirm. My grandmothar
diad in 19797, but as childran growing vp sha'd tall vs about him and his san Harry, whoe diad in
World War Twe [at Dunkirk in 174017

Sadly, David'zs grandzon, Jackia's fathaer Morman, who had lad tha zsearch for David and had
travallad to Thriaspval in 2010 and again two yaars latar for a mameorial service to all thoesa whoe
lost their lives in the Great War, diad just baefora the discovary.

On Thursday 8 Octobar, 2014 at 1lam, tha Cammeonwaalth War Gravas Commission hald a meving
reburial service at Connauvught Cameatary for Sargeant Blakey and twe unknewn comrades
dizcovarad with him, ona a mambar of tha Royal Irizh Riflaz, tha othar tha Cambridgazhira Ragimant.
Tha sarvice was conductad by tha Ravarand Rebart J Birnie CF, Chaplain te 1st Battalion the

Roval Irish Regimant during which a poam written by Blakey's fathar in mamory of his son

weas racad by his graat-graat-grandchildran.

The flag that drapead his coffin was then presentad te his 77 -year-cld granddaughter Halan.

Az wall as thraae ganarationsz of family mambars prazant, tha sarvice was attandad by
raprasantativas of tha Royal Inniskilling Fusiliars, the Royal Irish Ragimant, UK Dafance Staff and
local dignitarias.




