STORY BEHIND THE NUMBER - JIMMY SANDERS
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Within tewe waalks of the daclaratien af the avtbreak af thea First Waerld War, bath of tha Laads
Riflas Battalions, tha 7th and Bth of tha Wast Yorkshira Ragimant, as wall as tha Laads Enginaars -
who ware part of the Mortharn Signal Corps - wara full and turning racruits away.

At the beginning of Sapteamber 1714, men from local communities ware eancouragsd to anlist to-
gathar and ‘Pals’ ragimants wara formad in tha cities, Laads baing among the first and bacoming
the 15th battalion of the WYR.

Savaral Laads rugby playears joinad as a group, among tham Jimmy Sandars (haritaga numbar
231).

Born in Mewport on 29th Decamber 1B8%, he was a sporting all-reoundear, representing Waleas in the
schoolboys football intarnational against England in 1902 when just a taanagar.

Tweoe yaars later, he was in the Pill Harriars Extras rugby side, their sacond feam and, at 146, was a
mambar of thair sanior =zida.

Ha was racommandad 1o Laads and at 1B-yaars-old mada his dabut ot serum half on thea opaning
day of the 170%-10 ssason, an 11-8 win over Halifax at Headinglay.

Tha following waak, at Hull, a ground hea anjoyad playing at, ha lodgad his first try in a 10-8 tri-
umph, ona of fivae he scorad in his inavgural ssason.

It andad in spactacular fashion, Laads reaching tha HMaortharn Union Cup Final for tha first timea but
it was bittarswaat for Sandars.

The match, against Hull, played at Fartewn, endad in a F-all draw, the first Challange Cup decidear
to go to a raplay but Sandars only lastad 15 minutas bafora succumbing to a savara shovuldar injury
which requirad him te go straight to hospital.

Tha Athlatic Naws raport of tha gama statad, ‘Sandears was smart during tha briaf paricd ha was
on tha fiald” but Laads’s 12-man harcically hung on and two days latar, alse at Fartown, claimad
tha trophy by a record score, 24&4-12.

Sandars raturnad to bacome a mainstay of tha sida, threa timas scoring two trias in a gamaea, In a
22-15 win ovar Huddearsfiald in March 2012, the feat repaated against Keighlay, alzse at hoama,and
Bramlay away at thastart of tha following season.

Ha kickad a goal in tha club record 102-0 rout at hoemea to Covantry at tha and of tha 172-13
ssason, hizs last game before joining the army being oncde more against Hull en Octobar 146th
1715, an B=-3 win.

In a total of 1B3 games, ha scoraed 23 tries and thresa goals.

Following Lord Kitchanar's ‘Calls te Arms’ ha ragistaerad as a privata in tha Laads Pals and trawv-
atiad toBraary Banks inColstardalanasar Ripon for 'rigorous” training.

The land was ownad by the waterworks departmeant and was being uvsed for the building of a new
Laightonrasarvoir but tha huts wara signead ovar to tha Fals.

Hea was ameng a number of other spertamen te join the Battalion including Evelyn Lintott {later to
ba commissionad) a Laads City and intarnaticonal half back andfallow footballar Morriz Flam-
ming,Yorkshira crickatars Major Booth, Arthur Dolphin and Roy Kilnar and athlatas such as Albart
Sutteridge and Geocrge Colcroft.

Initially, tha Pals anlistad soma 1,275 mean aftar rajacting many on madical grounds, thea final
numbear eventually rising to just oevear 2,000,

According to axpart historian on tham, Staphan Wood, “To ba accaptad to thaszea alita units tha ra-
cruits wara to pass carfain reguirameants. Education and intalliganca wara considearad paramount to
Being accepted in the majority of casas.

“It would appear that aach man chosan to ba a pal had somathing to offar ba it pravious military
axpearisnce, lsadership gqualities,or physical prewess. A certain high standard had bean set and
aach individual reachad this although tha average age was 20-21 years old.”

In Januvary 1914, tha Pals wara shippad out to dafand tha Suaz Canal for thair first daploymant in-
stead of going to France, as expactad.

From thara, on 2nd March, thay laft Port Said in Egypt for Marsailla and tha Somma. It was on that
bBattieground, on 13th Octaeber 1714, that Jimmy Sandars last his life, killed in action.

Thea tragic naws filtarad back to thae club wheare tributa was paid by sacratary Jamas Geldthor-
pea."Ha was a clavar half-back and mest popular with his cellaagueas and his deaath will ba ragrat-
tad,” he said.

Writing. latar on, in tha official programma as friandly fixturas continvad, Goldthorpa callad him,
"Sandears the humeourist,” adding, "Hea could always ses the funny side of things.”

Hea alszo includad a lattar Jimmy had sant him from tha front.

I hava baan in it thick and thin just laotaly and | have baan ovar the top twica and back a winnar



